
For the Generations to Come!   
Part 4: Discuss some possible steps we might take.   

Highlights of Pastor Jon Hein’s presentation 
1. Early Christians lived in a society where physical needs were obvious.  It was clear how to be “a 

light on the hill” as a Christian.  What does this look like today?   

 

2. People can get lots of good Christian content online.  What are some blessings that one can only 

get at an actual church?   

 

3. What’s the significance of the frequent New Testament usage of the phrase “one another”?  

How about the Holy Spirit’s frequent use of the address “brothers and sisters”?   

 

4. What did young people say was the reason they went to church?  What are some things they 

notably did NOT mention?   

 

5. What is Christian community?  Why is a corporate version of Christian community losing its 

effectiveness?   

 

6. How do we position ourselves strategically as a synod?   

 

7. Numeric possibilities if trends change.   

Bible Passages to consider 
- Luke 16:1-9 

 

- 1 Timothy 3:1-7 

 

- Luke 15:1-10 

 



Points of Discussion 
1. The Holy Spirit frequently describes the church as a family.  How does that work at a very large 

congregation like ours?   

 

 

 

2. Pastor Hein suggested training congregational members to have one night a week where they 

invite someone from outside the church over for dinner.  What do you think of that suggestion?  

What are other similar ideas Christians could pursue?   

 

 

 

3. Write down a list of names of people you are connected with in life who are either non-Christian 

or fallen away Christian.  How long is your list?  What might you do to make it longer?   

 

 

 

4. Write down a list of names of people whom you used to be connected with around St. John’s 

but who have fallen off the radar in recent years.  How might you reconnect with them?   

 

 

 

5. The COVID-19 pandemic has caused a renewed appreciation for Christian community.  Think 

about what you miss from church right now while you are forced online.  How could you share 

that blessing in your personal attempts to connect a non-churched family member or friend 

with their Savior?    

 

 

 

6. Pastor Hein mentioned statistics comparing attending worshipers to adult confirmations and a 

renewed focus on reaching out to those who slip away quietly.  (45:1=current average, 20% 

fewer losses+29:1=stability, and 33% fewer losses+24:1=Growth).  What perspective do you see 

from those statistics?   
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